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the peculiarities of the sphere into which missionaries find
themselves introduced so that they fail to realize the pecu-
liarities in the qualifications, likings, and spheres of their
brethren, who are as eager as themselves to bring the
p.?ople to the feet of the Lord Jesus. Hinduism is a
strong fortress, and those who assail it by hurling at it—if
I may so speak—the red-hot shot of exposure of its errors,
and the fire of the truth as it is in Jesus, act very unwisely
•in depreciating those who are quietly preparing the ammu-
nition required for carrying on the siege, or are under-
mining the foundations, and thus preparing for entering
the breach. The erection of the Christian Church in
India is a most arduous, and at the same time a most
glorious, enterprise, and a variety of workmen is required.
Those who handle the trowel and the hammer act very un~
wisely in depreciating those who plan the structure, clear
away the rubbish, and lay the foundation, or who in other
ways help on the building. These illustrations require no
enlargement. They indicate the views which every suc-
ceeding period of my missionary career has led me to
entertain with increasing firmness. The translation and
revision of the Scriptures, the preparation of Christian
tracts and books, teaching in schools and colleges, taking
charge of orphanages, the going among the people in city,
town, and hamlet, wherever they can be reached, to speak
to them about the Saviour of mankind; attending to
secular work, such as the erection of buildings, keeping
accounts, and gathering money—all are legitimate depart-
ments of missionary work, and the choice of them by
missionaries ought to be determined by the exigencies of
missions, by personal fitness, and by providential indica-
tions of the course which should be pursued. I would go
further, and say that the preparation of grammars and die-

